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Date of Court of Honor:
__________________


Location:
__________________ 


Master(s) of Ceremonies:
___________________________________________


Refreshments:
___________________________________________
Presentation of the Colors
MC: Would the __________Patrol Please present the colors  
PL:   
Will the audience please rise

Troop Attention


Color Guard, attention


Color Guard, advance the Colors

(Wait for Colors to get in Position)


Scout Hand Salute


Color Guard presents the Colors


Please follow me in the Pledge of Allegiance
(Lead Pledge of Allegiance)


Color Guard post the Colors

Two,        Color Guard Dismissed 

Opening 

MC:  Welcome to Troop 325’s Court of honor.  

I am ______________________, your master of ceremonies.

If two MC's

I am ______________________, and I am ________________, your masters of ceremonies.

Chaplain: ______________________, would you please lead us in our opening prayer?

 (prayer) Opening prayer 
Please Stand for the Invocation

 Let Us Pray: Lord God" we stand before you tonight, in awe of your glory and in gratitude for all your blessings. We thank you for bringing us together as a family of Scouts, gathered to celebrate the accomplishments of these scouts before you. We ask your blessings on their family, Leaders, friends and Guests who are assembled here. We pray that you would bless this celebration. Use this ceremony Lord to inspire vision and to encourage others to follow the Scout path. We offer this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen . 

MC: You may be seated
Introductions 

MC:  We ask our Troop Committee Chair, ______________________, to introduce yourself and the members of the Troop Committee.  (Pls rise an introduce yourselves)
MC:  Next we ask our Scoutmaster, ______________________, to introduce yourself and your Assistant Scoutmasters. (Pls rise an introduce yourselves)
MC:  Finally, we ask our Senior Patrol Leader, ______________________, to introduce yourself, your Assistant Senior Patrol Leaders, and the Patrol Leaders. 

Scout Oath and Law ( Need 2 candle set-ups, one with 3 candles and one with 12 candles, and lighter or matches)
MC:  Before you are two sets of candles. The set of 3 candles represent the 3 points of   

The Scout Oath and the set of 12 candles represent the 12 points of the Scout Law.

_________________ and ___________________ will lead us in the Scout Oath and Law


(Scout 1 reads dialogue) & (Scout 2 lights candles)

Scout 1:

Scout 2:   
On my honor I will do my best to do my duty 

to God and my country, and to obey the Scout Law;                          (White candle is lit).
  

to help other people at all times;                                                          (Blue candle is lit).

to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake 
and morally straight                                                                             (Red candle is lit).
A Scout is TRUSTWORTHY: “A Scout tells the truth. 
They keep their promises. Honesty is part of their code 
of conduct. People can depend on them.”                                            (light a candle)
A Scout is LOYAL: “A Scout is true to their family,                          (light a candle)

Scout leaders, friends, school, and nation.”

A Scout is HELPFUL: “A Scout is concerned about other people. 
They do things willingly for others without pay or reward.”

(light a candle)
A Scout is FRIENDLY: “A Scout is a friend to all. They are a 
brother or sister to other Scouts. They seek to understand others. 
They respect those with ideas and customs other than their own.”
(light a candle)
A Scout is COURTEOUS: “A Scout is polite to everyone 
regardless of age or position. They know good manners make 
it easier for people to get along together.”




(light a candle)
A Scout is KIND: “A Scout understands there is strength 
in being gentle. They treat others as they want to be treated. 
They do not hurt or kill harmless things without reason.”


(light a candle)
A Scout is OBEDIENT: “A Scout follows the rules of their family, 
school, and troop. They obey the laws of their community and country.
If they think these rules and laws are unfair, they try to have them 
changed in an orderly manner rather than disobey them.”


(light a candle)
A Scout is CHEERFUL: “A Scout looks for the bright side of things. 
They cheerfully perform tasks that come their way. They try to make 
others happy.”








(light a candle)
A Scout is THRIFTY: “A Scout works to pay their way and to help
others. They save for unforeseen needs. They protect and conserve 
natural resources. They carefully use time and property.”


(light a candle)
A Scout is BRAVE: “A Scout can face danger even if they are afraid. 
They have the courage to stand for what they think is right even if 
others laugh at or threaten them.”





(light a candle)
A Scout is CLEAN: “A Scout keeps their body and mind fit and 
clean. They go around with those who believe in living by these 
same ideals. They help keep their home and community clean.”

(light a candle)
A Scout is REVERENT: “A Scout is reverent toward God. They are 
faithful in their religious duties. They respect the beliefs of others.”
(light a candle)
Awarding of Merit Badges (MC could be replaced with Advancement Chair)
MC: Boy Scouts can earn any of 121 different Merit Badges in areas ranging from Art to Whitewater and from Camping to Space Exploration.  To earn a Merit Badge, a Scout picks a subject and reads the Merit Badge Book.  A Scout develops his skills and knowledge.  When he is ready, his Merit Badge Counselor tests him.

Today we are awarding a total of ____ Merit Badges. 

(get # of MB from Advancement Chair)
MC: Would our Senior Patrol Leader, _______________ , join me in presenting these awards?

MC Notes:
Call up each Scout individually.  


Announce their merit badges.  


(Presenter and SPL shake the Scout’s left hand.)

Ask each to tell a little about what they did.  


Lead applause for each Scout.

Awarding of Rank Advancements 

MC: Next, we will recognize those Scouts who have earned Rank Advancements.  

In recognition of the support that each family provides to their son, our troop also presents rank pins to the Scout’s mother.  Her pin is worn on her ribbon during special Scout occasions.  We would also like to ask our Advancement Chair, _________________, to give rank pins to the Scouts for them to present to their mothers.  

The Boy Scouts of America recognizes your achievements by awarding badges of rank. The first 3 are Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First Class. Next come Star and Life. The highest rank is Eagle.
Tonight we will be awarding the following rank advancements.

____Scout____Tenderfoot____2nd class____1st class____star____life____eagle ranks

We request that Scouts and Parents come forward when recognized.
Scout Rank
MC: Would _____________________come forward to award the Scout Rank

Rank Presenter: 
We would like to recognize the following Scouts who 

Receiving scout rank:
have earned the Scout Rank since the last Court of Honor.
_________________


_________________
Call each new Scout and their parents to come forward
_________________
The first rank award is “Scout.”  To earn this rank, a new Scout must agree to live by the Scout Oath and Law and complete a number of other assignments. Good Luck on your trail to become an Eagle Scout. Please accept these Scout badges as you take your first steps toward your goals.


Present the awards and pins. 


Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

Please join me in welcoming these Scouts!  Lead applause 
Thank You, You may be seated
Tenderfoot Rank
MC: Would __________________ come forward to award the Tenderfoot Rank?
Rank Presenter:

We would like to recognize the following Scouts who 

Receiving Tenderfoot:
have earned the Tenderfoot Rank since the last Court of Honor.
_________________


_________________
Call each new Scout and their parents to come forward
_________________
Tenderfoot requirements offer a taste of the great adventures awaiting you in Scouting and can give you the basic skills you'll need to begin taking part in those adventures. You met many challenges in earning the Tenderfoot badge and are to be congratulated.


Present the awards and pins. 


Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

Please join me in recognizing these Tenderfoot Scouts!  Lead applause 

Thank You, You may be seated
Second Class Rank

MC: Would __________________ come forward to award the Second Class Rank?
Rank Presenter:

We would like to recognize the following Scouts who 

Receiving 2nd Class:
have earned the 2nd Class Rank since the last Court of Honor.
_________________


_________________
Call each new Scout and their parents to come forward
_________________
To earn Second Class, a Scout must learn how to use a map and compass, how and when to build a campfire, and to safely use pocketknives and wood tools.  Second Class Scouts have proven their abilities in camping, first aid, and swimming, and other Scout skills.  

 
Present the awards and pins. 


Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

Please join me in recognizing these Second Class Scouts!  Lead applause 

Thank You, You may be seated
First Class Rank
MC: Would __________________ come forward to award the First Class Rank?
Rank Presenter:

We would like to recognize the following Scouts who 

Receiving 1st class:
have earned the 1st Class Rank since the last Court of Honor.
_________________


_________________
Call each new Scout and their parents to come forward
_________________
The founder of Scouting, Lord Baden Powell, said that all Scouts should earn First Class.  Now you have tested yourself even more.  You have tried greater adventures and practiced your Scout skills many times.  With your confidence and knowledge, you now have, people will expect more of you, and you will expect more of yourself.  You are prepared to be more of a leader in your patrol, your troop, and your community. 


Present the awards and pins. 


Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

Please join me in recognizing these First Class Scouts!  Lead applause 

Thank You, You may be seated
Star Rank

MC: Would __________________ come forward to award the Star Rank?
Rank Presenter:

We would like to recognize the following Scouts who 

Receiving Star Rank:
have earned the Star Rank since the last Court of Honor.
_________________


_________________
Call each new Scout and their parents to come forward
_________________
As you earn your Star Rank, you have more freedom to choose the directions that interest you.  The focus shifts from basic Scout skills to earning the first six merit badges you will need for Eagle.  Requirements now include service to others.  The Star Rank also requires the Scout to be active in his troop for at least four months.   In addition, the Star Scout must serve his troop in a position of leadership for at least four months and take part in at least one service project.


Present the awards and pins. 


Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

Please join me in recognizing these Star Scouts!  Lead applause 

Thank You, You may be seated
Life Rank

MC: Would __________________ come forward to award the Life Rank?
Rank Presenter:

We would like to recognize the following Scouts who 

Receiving Life Rank:
have earned the Life Rank since the last Court of Honor.
_________________


_________________
Call each new Scout and their parents to come forward
_________________
The Life Rank is one of the rarest ranks.  This is the last rank before Eagle. We congratulate you and encourage you to reach for that next step.  You have earned more than half of the merit badges required for Eagle. The Life Rank also requires the Scout to be active in his troop for at least six months, serve his troop in a position of leadership for at least six months, and take part in at least one service project.

 
Present the awards and pins. 


Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

Please join me in recognizing these Life Scouts!  Lead applause 

Thank You, You may be seated
Eagle Rank

MC: Would __________________ come forward to award the Eagle Rank?
Rank Presenter:
Would all current Eagle Scouts present please rise?

We would like to recognize the following Scouts who 

Receiving Eagle Rank:
have earned the Eagle Rank since the last Court of Honor.
_________________


_________________
Call each new Scout and their parents to come forward
_________________
The Eagle Rank is Scouting's highest award.   Only a small percentage of Scouts have ever reached this lofty goal.  The Eagle Rank is presented in a special Eagle Scout Court of Honor.


Present the awards and pins. 


Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

Please join me in recognizing these Eagle Scouts!  Lead applause 

Thank You, You may be seated
Eagle Palms

MC: Would __________________ come forward to award Eagle Palm award?
Rank Presenter:

We would like to recognize the following Scouts who 

Receiving Eagle Palm:
have earned Eale Palm awards since the last Court of Honor.
_________________


_________________
Call each new Scout and their parents to come forward
_________________
As rare as the Eagle Rank is, Eagle Palms are much rarer.  Only one in ten of Eagle Scouts earn an Eagle Palm. To earn Eagle Palm, an Eagle Scout must continue to be active in his troop and complete 5 additional merit badges.
 
Present the awards and pins. 


Shake the Scout’s left hand and the parent’s right hand.

Please join me in recognizing these Eagle Palm recipient/s!  Lead applause 

Thank You, you may be seated
MC: Congratulations to all Scouts who have been recognized today on their achievements and rank advancements during the past six months. 
Senior Patrol Leader Installation
MC: Scoutmaster, please come forward for Senior Patrol Leader installation
Setting: The Troop flag is moved to center
Scoutmaster (speaking to the Troop): We are here now to invest our newest youth leaders. Scouting is a program for Scouts run by Scouts, and so depends entirely on youth leadership for its success. We can teach principles of leadership, but we don’t learn leadership unless we live it. Leadership is more effectively taught with hands on application. It cannot come out of a book, but must be learned through actual experiences. Only then do the simple experiences of the outdoors become the proving grounds that these young men need to prepare them for the greater experiences that will one day come their way. That is what the Scouting program is all about.
Scoutmaster (speaking to the new SPL): Will the incoming Senior Patrol Leader,
________________________, come forward?
 With your left hand, take hold of the pole of our troop flag, above my hand. Please make the Scout sign and repeat after me the Senior Patrol Leader Promise: “I promise to do my best, to be worthy of my office as Senior Patrol Leader, for the sake of my fellow Scouts, my Troop and in the World Brotherhood of Scouting”. Two!
Scoutmaster or an Assistant Scoutmaster presents the new senior patrol leader with their SPL badge of office.
Patrol Leader and PLC Installation
 New Senior Patrol Leader: Will the incoming patrol leaders, assistant patrol leaders, scribe, chaplains aid, and quartermaster please come forward. (Incoming PLC)
With your left hand, take hold of the pole of our troop flag, above my hand. Please make the Scout sign and repeat after me: “I promise to do my best, to be worthy of my office for the sake of my fellow Scouts, my patrol, my Troop and in the World Brotherhood of Scouting”. Two!

 Scoutmaster or an Assistant Scoutmaster presents the new patrol leaders with their badge of office.
Scoutmaster (speaking to the troop): I now present our newest Troop leadership. Let’s give these Scouts a big round of applause.
Announcements 

MC: Before we conclude this Court of Honor, we want to draw your attention to a couple of key upcoming events:

On ________, we have our __________________________________. 


Please sign up if you have not already.

On ________, we have our __________________________________. 


Please sign up if you have not already.

On ________, we have our __________________________________. 


Please sign up if you have not already.

Closing Comments  

MC: Here is ______________ to offer the Senior Patrol Leader’s Moment. 

MC: Here is ______________ to offer the Scoutmaster’s Moment. 

MC:  Would ________________ please come forward to present the Chaplain Moment
Optionally use: Closing prayer 
Please Stand for the Benediction 

We thank you loving God for the opportunity to come together for this special court of Honor. We thank you Lord for everyone who helped support and guide our scouts.  Please help our scouts to live up to the honor, responsibility and expectations that these awards represent.   As we leave this celebration, we ask you to strengthen our scouts and all of us for the challenge we face, to live lives filled with character, persistence, courage, loyalty, cheerfulness, service, setting an example, protecting the weak and the helpless. We pray In Jesus' Name, Amen.

Or 
Please join us in the Philmont Grace.  

For food, for raiment, for life, for opportunity, 

for friendship and fellowship, we thank thee O Lord.  

Retiring of Colors  

MC:  Please retire the colors.  (Exchange salutes.) 

Color Guard:  Color Guard, retrieve the colors.

(To audience).  Please rise for the retirement of the colors.

Scout salute.  Color Guard, forward, march!

MC:  Scouts, two.  

If Taps is not to be played…

MC: This concludes our Ceremony. Please join us for refreshments.
